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Name of Curriculum Area: English  

The study of English is crucial to all  students learning and development of key 

communication skills in reading, writing and speaking and listening. This 

specification allows the students to explore a range of literary and language 

topics. Suitable for students of all abilities , the course pro motes the 

investigation and analysis of language and en courages experimentation and its 

creative use. The skills the students will  develop in English will help them to think 

independently, read critically as well as work and learn collaboratively. 

Furtherm ore, these skills will aid  the students in accessing their  other subjects.  

At Key Stage 3, students study a variety of topics of non - fiction and fiction texts 

including novels, short stories , poetry  and drama. 

At Key Stage 4  we offer two GCSEs in English a s well as an accreditation in 

Functional Skills English  and Entry Level Certification . 

GCSEs English consists of English Language (core)  and English Literature  

(optional) . We use the AQA exam board.  

Å 100% exam with no coursework  

How will it be assessed?  

Å GCSE English Language = two exams 

Å Paper 1 ð exploring Creative Reading and Writing  

Å Paper 2 ð Writerõs viewpoint and perspective 

Å Spoken Language is separately certificated  and will test the studentsõ ability 

to talk and listen in different situations  

What will  the students  learn?  

GCSE English Language; 

Å Will help students to develop their  English skills in real life contexts, 

drawing on personal experience.  

Å The course will test the studentsõ ability to read for meaning and to write 

for different audiences and purposes. 
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Å They will be required to read from a range of texts from the 19th,  20th and 

21st  centuries.  

Successes 

¶ 50% of the Special School students achieved A* -  C grades in their English 

GCSE. 

¶ 100% of the whole school at KS4 achieved A* -  G grades. 

¶ This ye ar we have offered a range of different pathways including GCSE 

English Language and GCSE English Literature, Functional Skills Level 1 and 2 

and a new qualification, Step Up To English. The English department is 

hopeful that all students who have sat the above exams will achieve 

accreditation.  

¶ A very pleasing highlight  this year  has 

been the GCSE English Spoken Language 

presentations . The studentsõ responded 

brilliantly to the task  and to questions 

and answers. They made interesting topic 

choices that were both well researched 

and engaging. Many students secured  a 

pass grade and several  students achieved  

a merit grade .  

 

Future Events/Developments  

The English department plan to offer studen ts the opportunity for personal 

enrichment through  a number of e xtra -curricular activities to broaden their 

social and cultural e xperiences, including poetry workshops and theatre trips.  
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Name of Curriculum Area: Mathematics  

Section 1: Overview  

All CCfL students are taught mathematics through five key topic areas:  

¶ Number  

¶ Algebra  

¶ Geometry & Measures  

¶ Statistics & Probability  

¶ Ratio, Proportion & Rates of Change  

 

KS3 ð with recent developments to the National Curriculum w e now teach fewer 

topics in greater depth, this means more time may be spent on one topic to secure 

thorough understanding of key concepts. Expectations are high and students will 

be further challenged by questions that require deeper understanding or more 

complex problem solving in the focus topic rather than moving on to the next one.  

KS4 -  t he new GCSE assessment at KS4 will have a much greater emphasis on 

problem solving, fluency and reasoning. All content will include application of 

knowledge and skills in a wide range of investigations and activities. Students will 

learn that success may not be imme diate and, alongside encouragement, time will 

be given for students to puzzle out and choose the maths they need to apply in 

different situations.  

 

Section 2: Accreditation  

At the CCfL we offer several different pathways to accreditation in 

mathematics, de pending on the capacity of the individual students.  

All Year 11 students have the opportunity to sit the Edexcel GCSE in 

Mathematics Level 1/2 at either Foundation or Higher.  

Students can also accredit with Edexcel Functional Skills  Mathematics at Entry 

Level as well as Level 1 and 2 (a GCSE equivalent).  
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Section 3: Good New Stories/ Successes  

Exam Results:   

¶ 100% of students entered with a target grade at pass or above achieved 

a Grade 4 pass or above in GCSE Mathematics  

¶ 100% of students entered achieved  a Grade 1 pass or above in their GCSE 

Mathematics exams  

¶ 100% of students entered achieved their Functional Skills Maths Level 1 

qualification  

¶ 100% of students entered achieved their Functional Skills Maths Level 2 

qualification  

                 

                

 

 

  

  

In the Maths Team we are  focusing on 

teaching through a CPA (Concrete, Pictorial 

and Abstract) model, where learners are 

first introduced to a concrete or practical 

example, then a picture example before 

finally learning the abstract mathematical 

form. This helps student understa nding of 

potentially confusing concepts.  
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Science 

The Science Department believes that science gives young people necessary life -long 

skills as it encourages them to think analyse and evaluate information. We aim to show 

the importance and relevance of science in everyday life.  

 

 òEquipped with their five senses, humans explore 

the universe around  them and call the adventure 

Science.ó Edwin Powell Hubble 

The principal focus of science teaching is to develop a deep er understanding of a range 

of scientific ideas in the subject disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Students 

should begin to see the connections between these subject areas and become aware of 

some of the big ideas underpinning scientific knowled ge and understanding.  

Students also develop key scientific skills throughout the course. They will be taught 

about scientific attitudes, experimental skills and investigations, analysis and evaluation, 

and measurement.  Students will develop their use of s cientific vocabulary, including the 

use of scientific nomenclature and units and mathematical equations. They will be shown 

how scientific ideas have developed historically as well as reflecting on modern 

developments in science.  At the end of Key Stage 4 students have the opportunity to 

accredit in three different accreditations.   

1. NCFE Health and Fitness course (GCSE equivalent)   

Unit  Focus of Study  Assessment  

1. Introduction to 

health, fitness 

and exercise  

It introduces learners to the main body systems and 

basic anatomy in relation to fitness. Learners will 

look at the short -term effects of exercise on the 

body. 

Portfolio of 

Evidence 25%  

2. Understanding 

a healthy lifestyle  

This unit aims to give learners an idea of the role of 

diet and how thi s can impact on health and fitness . 

They will understand the effects of diet on health 

and fitness.  

External 

Examination 25%  

3. Planning an 

exercise session  

This unit aims to introduce learners to the safety 

factors they need to consider when planning an 

exercise session. They will produce a plan for the 

delivery of an exercise session.  

Portfolio of 

Evidence 25% 
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4. Understanding 

a personal fitness 

programme 

This unit aims to provide learners with the 

understanding of how personal exercise programmes 

are d eveloped. They will review the programme for 

a specific session.  

Portfolio of 

Evidence 25% 

 

 

 

2. GCSE Sciences Final Accreditation in Biology and Combined Science  ð assessed 

through 100% final examination at the end of Year 11, the examination board i s Edexcel.  

A single GCSE award in Biology  

Biology Units  Focus of Study  

Cells and genetics  A study of cells, reproduction and genetic inheritance.  

Health and Disease  The role of the human immune system and medicines.  

Plants and Ecosystems Plant photosynthesis, reproduction and habitats.  

Human Biology The study of respirations, circulation and homeostasis.  

 

 For the double GCSE Award as Combined Science students will also study the following 

areas in Physics and Chemistry, in additions to the Biology units above.  

Physics Units  Focus of Study  

Forces and Energy.  Resultant forces, speed, acceleration and momentum.  

Waves and Radiation The electromagnetic spectrum, its uses and radiation.  

Electricity and Magnets  Electrical voltage, current, resistance and induction.  

Energy and particles  Changes of state, density springs and Hookeõs Law. 

 

Chemistry Units  Focus of Study  

Atoms and States  States of matter, metallic, ionic and covalent bonds.  

Separating Substances  Chromatography, electrolysis and purification.  

Acids and Metals  Acids, Alkalis, pH scale, neutralisation and salts.  

Elements and Reaction  The periodic table , atomic structure rates and groups.  
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Future Developments  

Next year the Science, Technology, Mathematics and English  departments will develop a 

Level 1 and Level 2 Certificate in STEM at Key Stage 3 and 4, through the NCFE or AQA 

exam. 
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Name of Curriculum A rea:  Computing/ICT  

Section 1:  Description/Aims  

Computing/ICT is the study of how we use technology in todayõs modern world. It 

allows all students the opportunity to show their creative thinking skills to solving 

problems with the use of computer technology.   The Computing/ICT curriculum 

allows studen ts to solve and create business documents using different software 

programmes. Skills learnt are useful in everyday life, post 16 and supports future 

employability and lifelong learning.   

All students will have the opportunity to use their knowledge and s kills to support 

learning in other curriculum areas, use technology independently at home and 

understand how businesses or the workplace use technology.  

KS4 

All Year 10/11 students have the opportunity to do the OCR National Certificate 

Level 2 or the OCR National Award  in Computing/ICT Level 1.  

 

Section 1:  Accreditation  

Cambridge Nationals in ICT are targeted at 14 -16 year olds in a school 

environment.  Theyõre available as an Award or Certificate, with the Certificate 

being the same size as a GCSE. They use both internal and external assessment 

and have a range of exciting units to choose from.   

For example:  

Mandatory units; must be completed by all students to achieve a Level 1 /Level 2 

qualification  

R001: Understanding computer systems -  Written paper  ð 1 hour  

R002: Using ICT to create business solutions -  Centre assessed task, OCR 

moderated  
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Business Strand :  

R004: Handling data using databases -  Centre assessed task, OCR moderated  

Creative strand :  

R005: Creating an interactive product using multimedia components  -  Centre 

assessed task, OCR moderated  

 Section 3: Good New Stories/ Successes  

Pass Exam Results:  100% key stage 4 students achieved a Level 1 Distinction -  

Pass grade in OCR National qualification in ICT for 2016/ 2017.  

 

Pass documents created by students at CCfL  

Database systems    Adverts   Poster  

        

 

 

Spreadsheets  

 

Creating an interactive websiteé  creating your own animations  

 

 

 

 

Section 4:  Future Events/Developments  

The Computer/ICT department plan to offer  studen ts the opportunity for 

personal enrichment through  a number of extra -curricular activities to extend 

their technology experiences in 21 st  Century, including Computer & technology 

trips.  
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Performing Arts :  

 

Section 1:  Overview  

At the CCfL we have a t hriving and 

very successful Art department.  

KS3 

All our students at KS3 have weekly art lessons 

and have the opportunity to explore their 

creativity through a wide range of themes and 

projects. We are committed to developing our 

studentsõ enjoyment and understanding of art by 

providing an art curriculum that is rich and 

accessible to all our students. Understanding and 

being able to use the formal elements (line, colour, shape, space, tone, form and 

texture) is fundamental so these are taught explicitly through each project.  

Recent units have included exploring Pop Art portraits and investigating how 

pattern is used through a range of world cultures.  

Section 2: Accreditation  

KS3 

Our students produce such amazing artwork 

at KS3 that we wanted to acknowle dge this 

so we have introduced the AQA Unit Award 

Scheme to students in years 7, 8 and 9.  

Students have so far gained accreditation 

for lino printing, clay mask making and 

polystyrene printing with new units being 

added all the time.  
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KS4 

The Art and Des ign GCSE is a two year AQA 

course. 

Students complete a minimum of 3 extended 

coursework projects over the two years.  

Pupils refine their ideas by experimenting with 

different media and techniques -  printmaking, 

sculpture, painting, collage, photography, cl ayé  

Over the course of the two years we see our 

students become more willing to take creative 

risks, learn from their mistakes and expand 

their self -awareness. The KS4 course is much more of a personal journey for each 

student and as a project develops th e students find their own direction and focus 

starts to unfold with the support and guidance of the teacher.  

Section 3: Good News Stories/ Successes  

100% key stage 4 students achieved A -

D GCSE passes in 2016/17 with 25% 

achieving A-C. 

 

KS3 students were engaged with a very 

successful collaborative arts project 

with Coram and the Cartoon Museum 

culminating with an exhibition at the 

Cartoon Museum in the autumn.  
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Section 4:  Future 

Events/Developments  

We are currently looking at future art 

projects with the October gallery, a 

sensory project with visiting artists & 

Kentish Town Health Centre and 

collaborative projects through Camden 

Spark. 
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Design & Technology :  

 

Section 1:  Overview  

CCfL design and technology encompasses design, modelling and evaluating using a 

range of materials and Computer Aided Design (CAD) programmes.  

 

Key Stage 3 Design and Technology  

For Key Stage 3, the Design and Technology 

department aims to inspire and engage  all our 

students in the art of designing, modelling, 

making and evaluating skills. In this subject, 

much of the student learning is enabled through 

practical sessions. All the topics are designed to 

ensure each student is given creative 

opportunities, ena bling them to discover their 

individual potential.  

 

Key Stage 4 Design and Technology  

Key stage 4  students will study NCFE Craft accreditation  in a professional 

workshop setting with access to a variety of modern equipment and technology.  

 

Key Stage 3 Fo od 

Students are taught food in a specialist well -equipped kitchen. Pupils complete 

units on food commodities and are awarded with AQA Unit Awards. Students will 

study kitchen safety, understand kitchen equipment and develop skills in weighing 

and measuring. This enables students to make a range of main meals and learn to 

follow recipes.  
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Key Stage 4 Food  

KS4 students will be studying either the NCFE Food and Cookery course or the 

Btec Home Cooking Skills L1/L2 accreditation. Students will learn a variety of 

skills through practical and theory lessons including; health and safety, hygiene, 

food preparation, cooking, presentation and nutrition.  

Section 2: Accreditation  

Key stage 3 AQA Unit Award Scheme Food Technology  

Students  are engaged in the AQA unit award as part of their food accreditation. 

The development of the 3 year program means that all students are able to create 

a variety of exciting dishes from many different cultures whilst learning about 

health and safety in pr eparation for further accreditation in key stage 4.  

 

Key stage 4 NCFE Craft   

KS4 students will study NCFE 

Craft.  In this accredited course, 

they will build a design portfolio 

and produce a final piece.  

The area of study covers a range 

of knowledge and sk ills that are 

needed for the communication of 

ideas and solutions through drawing, diagrams and models. Information will be 

communicated using a range of presentation techniques linked to business and 

industrial practices. It will involve the designing, ma king and marketing of quality 

products with commercial potential.  

The products made will mostly be one -off items, but part of the process will 

include learning about batch and mass production. Students will be encouraged to 

learn how to use materials and u nderstand the materials manipulation properties 

to make a variety of interesting and challenging projects. They will design and 

make products using a range of materials and new technologies. Specific skills will 

include; accuracy, planning, organising, tea mwork, independent learning, use of 

tools and equipment, designing, manufacture and use of colour.  
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Key Stage 4 Food and Cookery  

KS4 students are given the opportunity to take 1 of 2 accreditation pathways, 

the AQA Home Cooking skills level 1 & level 2 whi ch are both 1 year courses and 

the NCFE Food and Cookery which is a 2 year course. Both courses have an exam 

element and are really geared towards building self -sufficiency and a professional 

kitchen grounding to support progression into the catering indus try.  

Section 3: Good New Stories/ Successes  

50% key stage 4 DT students achieved GCSE passes and 100% Food students 

achieved a level 1 or level 2 pass in 2015/16.  

 

The number of students achieving unit awards in food has increased greatly with 

all students  at KS3 having access to the accreditation.  

Section 4:  Future Events/Developments  

Development of the level 2 NCFE Food & Cookery course to offer further 

accredtiation and KS4.  
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Performing Arts  

Section 1:  Overview  

At the CCfL  we offer students 

the opportunity to take a 

performing arts option in Art, 

Music, Circus and Drama with 

Dance given as a further Sports 

option.  

Accreditation opportunities are 

offered across the whole arts 

curriculum as well as seeking to 

support students with softer outcomes such as building confidence, team building, 

creative thinking, problem solving, planning, empathy and evaluating.  

KS3 

All KS3 students have drama as an activity either onsite or at the Roundhouse 

where students work with a tea m of CCfL staff and professional drama 

practitioners. Students are awarded AQA unit awards throughout the year.  

 

KS4 

Drama is an option subject at KS4 with students electing to take the subject in 

year 10. The emphasis is on students making, performing and  responding using a 

range of stimuli to create group performance using theatre and film.  

 

 

 

Section 2: Accreditation  

KS3 

Students are awarded AQA unit awards throughout the year with some specialist 

units having been written for our students which focus on  drama, improvisation, 

circus skills, music and spoken word.  
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KS4 

Pathway 1: Arts Award  

The 1-year Trinity College Arts Award Silver and Bronze courses enable students 

arriving later in the school year to receive accreditation in performing arts.  

Pathway 2: NCFE 

The 2 -year NCFE course offers a far more rigorous accreditation with written 

and practical exam elements. These level 1 and 2 courses are V -Cert 

accreditations offering higher points for post 16 applications.  

 

Section 3: Good New Stories/ Successes  

CCfL students have been to see a variety of performances this year thanks to 

our close relationship with the Roundhouse.  

¶ With a little luck  

¶ Raising Lazarus (including workshops with the artist)  

¶ The Mad Hatter's Tea Party  

¶ Chance the Rapper 

One student has just completed a very successful work experience at the 

Roundhouse where he worked in; Marketing, Technical, Radio production, 

Performing arts and Development. Whilst on the work experience the student ran 

his own completely professional radio show.  

The CCfL is one of the founding organisations that  form part of Camden Spark. 

an arts charity that promotes working relationships between arts organisations 

and schools.  

The CCfL are continuing our long running relationship with Pan Intercultural Arts 

by developing and running a bespoke KS3/KS4 Performing Arts project.  

https://www.camdenspark.com/
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Year 10 students performing in the 2016 Pan Arts project 

 

Section 4:  Future Events/Developments  

In 2015 the C CfL was awarded the Gold Arts Mark and we are currently in the 

process of re -applying for the mark. The Arts Mark recognises and celebrates 

our schoolõs strengths and dedication to developing the arts and arts 

accreditation through a dedicated program of a rts learning and enrichment.  

  


